General Information for Applicants to the North East Thames

Foundation School

Information for Potential Applicants

The North East Thames Foundation School (NETFS) has been set up by Barts and The London Medical School, Queen Mary, University of London and the London and East of England Deaneries. The North East Thames Foundation School encompasses a wide geographical area from North East London into Essex. The Foundation School coordinates the allocation processes to F1 and F2, supports the delivery of foundation training and the development of foundation doctors.

Information about Trusts and Programmes

NETFS has links with Trusts across North East London and Essex. Links to Trust websites and information about programmes can be found on www.netfs.org.uk. Any enquiries about specific posts and jobs should be directed to individual Trusts. Please note that we do not arrange visits to Trusts. We are holding a Trust information day for successful F1 applicants on the 12th January 2009 in London.

Allocation to F1

Once applicants have been accepted into the Foundation School, allocation to F1 posts will be undertaken using the national application website. No interviews will be held. Applicants will be asked to select posts in order of preference, and these will be allocated according to the applicant’s score. Should we have unplaced applicants and unfilled programmes following the allocations process, remaining applicants will be randomly allocated to programmes and will be expected to take these up, even if these are in Trusts that are a significant distance from London and not within Trusts or locations for which the applicant has expressed a preference. An application to this School should, therefore, not be viewed as an application for solely London posts, and successful applicants to NETFS should be aware that their F1 or F2 allocation may be within a Trust that is a significant distance from London. Once allocated, applicants may not exchange posts with one another, nor may an applicant change to another post in the event of a vacancy occurring.

Allocation to F2

The NETFS is planning to have two year linked programmes by January, when you will have the opportunity to choose your programme preferences. Please review the national website and our website for details. The School operates an F1 to F2 ‘in/out of London’ rule for the majority of its linked programmes. London is defined as within the M25 for this purpose. Thus it is to be expected that the majority of trainees will spend one year within and one year out with the M25 boundary. Whilst F1 and F2 are educationally linked to form a two year Foundation Programme, the employment contracts for each year are separate, and trainees may not claim relocation expenses.

Withdrawal from the Foundation School or a Programme

In applying, applicants agree to abide by the rules of the system, including complying with

Foundation School and Trust requirements and taking up the programme to which they are

allocated. Unilateral withdrawal from a programme will be viewed very seriously. Applicants are reminded of the GMC requirements in relation to probity and professional conduct. Applicants who feel they have valid reasons for withdrawing from the Foundation School or a programme should contact the Foundation School at the earliest opportunity. The Foundation School recognises that trainees’ circumstances do change, and endeavours to offer assistance and support in such cases.

NETFS requirements and policies

The Foundation School requires successful applicants to comply with certain requirements in order that we can manage the allocations process effectively. Specific information will be relayed to successful applicants as appropriate.

We hope that you find this preliminary information helpful. If you have any queries, please contact netfs@qmul.ac.uk 
